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Athlete Visit
On Friday 14th May, we had a special visit from Leon Baptiste - who is a professional 
athlete and represented Great Britain in the CommonWealth Games. 

As part of the visit, Leon led a sponsored fitness circuit which all children participated in 
to raise money for Sports for Champions and our school; followed by an activity circuit 
on the playground; and an assembly to learn more about Leon’s inspirational story. 

Thank you for all your support: we raised a massive £1,291! All the children enjoyed the 
event.



Fun In Foundation

We have had a very exciting few weeks since being back to school since lockdown. This term we 
have been learning all about Farm Animals! We have been discussing what animals live on the 
farm, what each animals ‘role’ is and what their habitats are like. We then tried to create our own 
farm animal habitats!

As we were unfortunately unable to have our annual visit to the farm, we got a class pet instead! 
We have had caterpillars since they were babies and we have watched them grow. We spoke about 
the life cycle and watched them turn into cocoons! We are still waiting for them to turn into 
butterflies but we are all so excited and can’t wait to see them grow into butterflies!

What have we been up to in Foundation?

We have been doing lots of planting, 

discussing how they grow and what seeds 

might grow into! We have looked at 

healthy food and unhealthy foods and 

talking about what fruits and vegetables 

we can grow from seeds.  We have also 

been carrying out lots of science 

experiments! We made predictions about 

what we thought would happen prior to 

the investigation and then spoke about 

the changes we saw happening.



Welcome To Year One

Year 1 have been producing some brilliant work this half term in Literacy.  We have been writing instructions 
and designing our own disgusting sandwiches!  The maths focus has been counting in 2s, 5s and 10s in 

multiplication. We have learnt how to make a half and a quarter of a whole in Fractions.

We learnt about Great inventions in History. We looked at the first controlled, powered airplane built  and flown 
in 1903 by the Wright brothers.  The similarities and the differences between Flyer and modern day planes. We 
explored how airplanes have helped humans in travel, food transportation, trade and in welfare i.e air ambulance 

as some of the benefits of airplanes. 

We have loved their PE over the past few weeks and have really enjoyed building up their core muscle strength 
and learning more ball skills. We are very enthusiastic in PE and always make a fantastic effort to complete 
the tasks. We also had our athlete visit with Leon Baptist, the children worked super hard to complete the 

challenges and really impressed Leon with their positive energy. Well done year 1!

Please remember to read as often as possible with your child and at least 3 times per week

What We Have Been Doing This Half Term?

We have also learned about People and their Communities in Geography. We looked at the location that 
we live in as part of the United Kingdom. We explored what the UK coast is like and some beaches and 
their features. We learnt about the equator, some amazing facts about the Amazon rainforest and 
looked at an incredible mud mosque in Mali.  We also compared cities from across other continents. 
Year 1 team are so impressed with the remarkable learning and work that the children did this term.



Welcome To Year Two

Year 2 have been producing some brilliant work this half term in Design & Technology and 
Art. We have been sewing and made fantastic felt pouches in D&T.  In Art, we have been 

focusing on ‘The Human Form’.  In this unit, we designed our own skulls in the style of Damien 
Hirst’s Cornucopia and designed and made our own peg dolls.

In Literacy, we have been writing non chronological reports followed by writing instructions.  
The maths focus has been fractions and measurement.

Lots of computing has been taking place and we have been learning to code on both Bee 
Bots and Scratch Jnr.

The children have loved their PE over the past few weeks and have demonstrated fantastic 
strength and stamina in their core muscle strengthening lessons. Their ball skills have 

developed greatly and they are showing amazing potential. We also had our visit from an 
athlete, Leon Baptist, he was very impressed with the commitment and enthusiasm shown by 

year 2 in completing the challenges. Well done year 2.

Please remember to read as often as possible with your child and at least 3 times per week.

What We Have Been Doing This Half Term?



Each month, Action 
for Happiness also 
share a monthly 
calendar with 
further ideas to 
support and 
nurture good 
mental health. 

June is ‘Joyful June’ 
to be happier and 
kinder together. 

Mental Health Awareness Week

For Mental Health 
Awareness Week, 

we have been 
connecting to nature 
with some outdoor 

learning. 

Every child has 
decorated and 

written a positive 
affirmation on a leaf. 

Our ‘Tree of 
Positivity’ has taken 
pride of place in the 
main school foyer.

Action for Happiness has shared 10 keys to 
happier living. These are to help support the 
mental health and wellbeing of all children and 
adults.

If you would like any further advice, support or 
guidance - please speak to the school office and 
someone from the Knowles’ Mental Health and 
Wellbeing Team will contact you. 







Forest Schools

We are excited to be offering Forest School sessions soon 
where the children will learn about their environment whilst having 

the opportunity to do den building, nature trails, mini beast 
discovery, leaf printing, whittling, fire safety and cooking on the 

campfire (which was hand built by Mr Pym and Mr Walker!).

Some of our year 6’s have already had a go at den building and we 
think they've done an amazing job.

Social Media

Just a reminder that we now have a 
facebook page that we are using to share 

our news in between newsletters.

Please follow our page to keep up with all 
the wonderful activities your children are 

enjoying.

www.facebook.com/KnowlesPrimary



Welcome To Year Three & Four

This half term Cypress & Willow have been working hard to improve our writing skills and have 
been focussing on many skills such as using subordinating conjunctions, powerful adjectives and 
fronted adverbials.  The children have also been working really hard to improve their handwriting 
skills and have been practising every single day.  

In Geography, we have been  learning about British Coasts, how they are formed and what you 
would find at the coast.  We found lots of interesting information about the industry at the coast 
and learned how fish are caught. We also researched The Great Barrier Reef and learnt about what 
is happening to it. We created some fantastic information pages and slide shows. 

In Design Technology, we have been learning about static electricity.  The children have explored 
how static electricity is made and have had a chance to make objects move through static 
electricity.

What We Have Been Doing This Half Term?



Welcome To Year Four

What We Have Been Doing This Half Term?
Oak and Beech have been working incredibly hard this term, we are so proud of all of the children’s efforts across all areas 
of learning.

In Maths, we have been exploring multiplication and division, finding the area and have just moved onto fractions which 
we will continue next term. In Literacy, the children’s writing has made lovely progress, using exciting vocabulary, fronted 
adverbials and subordinating conjunctions to write adventure stories, suspense stories and warning tales!

In Geography, we explored volcanoes and earthquakes around the world, studying the impact, size and location. In History, 
we explored Crime and Punishment and explored the legend of Dick Turpin, Victorian school rules, the Suffragettes and 
discussed how law enforcement has changed over time. 

At the start of term, we designed and created our own torches using electrical circuits and building our own casings from 
plastic bottles and even building our own switch! More recently, we have been designing, building and evaluating our own 
slingshot cars in Design & Technology by building a chassis system using lollipop sticks and designing a paper net car casing. 
We look forward to racing them to see who’s car is the most aerodynamic! 

We thoroughly enjoyed having Commonwealth Gold Medalist Leon Baptiste come to school and show us how to maintain a 
healthy, athletic lifestyle by demonstrating some of his favourite training exercises! 





Always Here To Help

Family Support
It's fantastic to see all the children back in school.  

Well done to everyone for the fabulous attendance we 
have had through these hard times.  

It has been great seeing everyone in the mornings 
coming in and thank you for wearing your masks on the 

playground. MRS WEIGHT MISS QUILTER

 Open to pupils on the morning of:  Closed at the end of afternoon on:

Autumn Term 1 
2021

 Mon 6th September 2021  Fri 22nd October 2021

 Half Term Holiday  Mon 25th October 2021  Fri 29th October 2021

Autumn Term 2 
2021

 Tues 2nd November 2021  Fri 17th December 2021

Christmas Holidays  Mon 20th December 2021  Fri 31st December 2021

Spring Term 1 2022  Wed 5th January 2022  Fri 18th February 2022

Half Term Holiday  Mon 21st February 2022  Fri 25th February 2022

Spring Term 2 2022  Mon 28th February 2022  Fri 8th April 2022

 Easter Holiday  Mon 11th April 2022  Fri 22nd April 2022

Summer Term 1 
2022

 Mon 25th April 2022  Fri 27th May 2022

Half Term Holiday  Mon 30th May 2022  Fri 3rd June 2022

Summer Term 2 
2022

 Mon 6th June 2022 Thurs 21st July 2022

Teacher Training Days: the school will be closed to students.
2nd September 2021, 3rd September 2021, 1st November 2021, 4th January 2022,  22nd July 2022

Bank Holidays: the school will be closed.
2nd May 2022 

Term Dates - September 2021 - 22



Welcome To Year Five & Six

Literacy - Year 5 and 6 have been working incredibly hard on their writing skills and have written fantastic stories, 

poems and wanted posters, which describe characters and settings. They’ve been focusing on language choices and 

how to create suspense in their writing. Their stories take the reader on a journey through portals or encounters with 

mythical creatures. We have been blown away by their creativity and imagination.

What We Have Been Doing This Half Term?

Enrichment - The Year 6 children have been 

learning different skills in their Enrichment: 

cooking, art and design skills (sketching, 

colouring and painting), scientific enquiry 

whilst learning about space; and team skills 

through sport. The children have enjoyed 

these sessions and both children and adults 

have looked forward to them every week.



Welcome To Year Five & Six

Year 6 have taken a step back in time to learn about the impact of war in our local area and Britain as a country: they 

have used real artefacts from Milton Keynes Museum to help their understanding of war and learning about a place 

local to home: Bletchley Park. They have learnt about the evacuees; rationing - tasting a war-time loaf, which received 

mixed reviews; and how code-breaking contributed to the success of winning the war. 

Year 6 have worked collaboratively in Computing to design and make a website about WWII.  Whilst in Art, they have 

been using symbolism to communicate important messages inspired by Pabol Piccaso’s ‘Guernica.’



Welcome To Year Five & Six

Year 5 eyes have also been firmly looking skywards as their scientific studies have had them mapping the solar system; 

charting moon phases; observing how shadows move and change as we orbit the sun; and researching how Aristotle 

proved the Earth was not flat. Straddling the divide between technology and art, the children have been designing, 

manufacturing and evaluating soft toys and paper circuit cards. Their imaginative and innovative designs together with 

their determination to master new skills resulted in the production of high quality products that they are (quite rightly) 

extremely proud of. 

Finally, in a topic entitled ‘Every Picture tells a Story’, the children have studied, recreated and interpreted works of art 

as diverse as Banksy’s graffiti style art, Rorschach’s psychological ink blots and John Singer Sargent’s WW1 ‘Gassed’.

Although team sports remain a popular choice for 

our curriculum enrichment sessions, it is through the 

arts that many children have chosen to express 

themselves. There has been a happy return to 

(socially distanced) singing and Year 5 have entered 

the Milton Keynes Virtual Primary Music Festival with 

the song Believe. 

Honing their needlework skills further, some children 

have worked hard to produce some fantastically 

unique sock monkeys, whilst others have 

concentrated on making works of art designed to fool 

the brain through optical illusions. Finally, yoga, 

mindfulness and gardening activities have helped 

many to maintain both a healthy body and a healthy 

mind.

In football club, we have been training as a team in 

order to prepare for our upcoming matches. We have 

been working on effective passing, positioning and 

decision making using skill based drills and structured 

matches. Each week we give trophies for players who 

have shown big improvements, shown consistent skill 

or good sportsmanship.



THANK YOU

A massive thank you to one of our parents, Mrs Pearce, who 

recommended us to a local pharmaceutical company asking for help. 

Ego Pharmaceuticals UK Ltd made a generous donation of 420 bottles 

of medical grade hand cream for all the children to use to save their 

hands from constant hand sanitizer use. What a very kind gesture that is 

much appreciated by everyone.

A COUPLE OF REMINDERS

Please ensure your child walks their bike and scooter through the school 

playground. There have been a few injuries that could have been 

avoided. 

Please remember to adhere to the one way system before and after 

school.
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