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Message From The Headteacher
Dear Parents / Carers

Well, this has been an incredible term in so many ways and we have so much to be thankful 
for….

It has been so lovely to get back to some kind of ‘new normal’ and  have our school fully 
open again.

The children have been incredible...as always...and have worked hard, and enjoyed being 
with their friends again. They are a credit to you!

Once again I would like to thank you all for the support you have shown to the school, we 
couldn’t have done it without you and we thank you for helping us to keep our school and 
community safe even when it has been difficult. We thank you for your understanding for all 
the changes we have had to make and for all your help with self-isolating when it has been 
necessary. We know it hasn’t been easy.

A big thank you to all the staff, who again have worked tirelessly to make sure the children 
still get the very best education possible whilst again adapting to all the changes to keep 
everyone safe.

We are very proud of our attendance this term...95.6%...which is incredible considering all 
the challenges we have faced as a community. Again a big thank you to you all for making 
this happen.

Everyone is now ready for a well deserved break and I wish you and your families a lovely 
restful and happy Christmas. Please keep yourselves  safe.

We look forward to welcoming all the children back on Tuesday 5th January 2021.

Merry Christmas and best wishes





Fun In Foundation

In Foundation this term, our topic has been 
‘Space’!  The children have enjoyed learning all 
about space, the planets and astronauts!

We had our own Space Station within the 
Foundation unit, where children imagined they 
were astronauts travelling through Space!

We had an ‘Alien Crash Site’ in our classroom 
and investigated how the aliens got into our 
school, why they came and what treasures they 
left behind!  We then set out a trap to catch the 
aliens in case they came back! 

We loved making our very own aliens and 
making our own rockets using different 
materials!

We made our own planets to hang up in our 
classroom! We used paper maché and modroc 
to make them.

What have we been up to in Foundation?
PAPER MACHÉ PLANETS

ALIENS! ALIENS! PAPER MACHÉ PAPER MACHÉ

SPACE STATION

SPACE STATION



A great term in Year 2.  We are delighted to share some photos of our fantastic learning throughout the following pages.

Please could we take this opportunity to remind you of the following:

● School PE kits to be worn to school on class PE days.
● Please ensure your child has a filled water bottle with them everyday.  This should only be filled with water.
● We are currently keeping windows open in the classrooms.  Please make sure your child has a school sweater or 

cardigan and extra layers with them everyday so they don’t get too cold.

Finally, although we cannot have parents enter the classrooms at this moment, you can contact us via our class emails:

fir@kpsmk.uk - Miss Clark

mulberry@kpsmk.uk - Mrs Williamson

Best wishes

The Year 2 Team

Message From The Year 2 Team
MAKING WRAPS IN DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY

HOMEWORK
Please can you listen to your child read at least 
three times per week - it doesn’t have to be their 
full reading book, just a few pages at a time 
makes a real difference.  

Please make sure reading books and reading 
records are in school every day.

Spellings and maths homework are given out 
once a week.  Speak to the class teacher if you 
would like further details.

OUR TIMES
A reminder of our drop off and collection times:

Fir Class
Drop off is at 8:30 AM to 8:40 AM

Collection is 3:05 PM

Mulberry Class
Drop off is at 8:40 AM to 8:50 AM

Collection is 3:15 PM

In maths, we have been learning about shape and we have continued our work on addition and subtraction. 

In Literacy, we have been looking at the stories; ‘The Magic Porridge Pot’ and ‘How The Tortoise Got His 
Shell’. The children have produced some brilliant writing! 

In addition to making smoothies in design and technology, we have been looking at our local area in 
geography, the senses in science and
practised our drawing skills in art.

Holly and Cedar class had a great time during 
our last DT lessons. We got to taste a variety of 
different fruits and vegetables. 

We were not all sure about the taste of the 
fruits and veg on their own but loved them in a 
smoothie. SMOOTHIE TASTING

Welcome To Year One & Two

mailto:fir@kpsmk.uk
mailto:mulberry@kpsmk.uk


Welcome To Year One & Two

In Maths, we have been learning about money, identifying coins and giving change.  We have continued our work on 
addition and subtraction and started learning multiplication using arrays. 

In Literacy, our focus has been on traditional tales with a unit of learning on  ‘The Elves & The Shoemaker’ and a close look 
at ‘The Christmas Story’.  The children have done some brilliant work in phonics and continued to work hard on 
handwriting, spellings and times tables.

Art, Geography and Science Learning - In addition to exploring digital photography in computing, making ‘moving 
monsters’ in design and technology and looking at habitats in science, we have been producing brilliant repeating patterns 
and pastel planets in art.  We also spent two weeks exploring the weather and seasons in geography.

What We Have Been Doing This Half Term?

YEAR 2 PATTERN MAKING



Welcome To Year One & Two

Our amazing Year 2 children have been working super hard in PE. It has been amazing to see that they put in so much 
effort and enthusiasm into their PE lessons. 

Reminder: on PE days come into school wearing KPS PE kit and to have a water bottle (everyday). 

Now that it is getting colder your child may need to wear their school jumper/cardigan on their PE days if they are not 
already. 

One of their PE topics has been dance, and it has been brilliant to see how much care and attention all the students 
have made in these lessons. They have spent 6 weeks working on a performance that they shared with their teachers 
- Well done!

This was the performance of the ‘Ugly Bug Ball Dance’ by Mulberry Class. There were different types of bugs 
(butterflies, woodlice, spiders and grasshoppers). This dance included a ballroom style dance where they had to 
curtsy and bow.

Year Two PE

UGLY BUG BALL DANCE

On Friday 18th December, all of the children participated in a Santa Dash where they ran around the playground, 
waved at Santa and wore Christmas jumpers. 

Thank you for your donations - We raised a wonderful £172 and Santa is looking forward to visiting again next year. 
Thank you to Lidl who kindly donated a chocolate lolly for every child that participated.

In The Community



SANTA DASH





Welcome To Year Three/Four

This half term in Cypress and Willow we have been working really hard to improve our writing.  

We have been learning how to correctly use fronted adverbials and subordinating conjunctions.  We have also been 
focussing on re-reading our work to check it makes sense.  In maths, we have been focusing on learning how to add 
and multiply.  

In Science, we have completed two units of learning.  We learnt about forces and magnets and enjoyed practically 
carrying out experiments.  We learnt about how different forces act and what they can be used for on a day to day 
basis.  We have also learnt about amazing bodies, in this unit we have learnt about invertebrates and vertebrates.  
We have also been learning about how our muscles work and how we use them.  

In DT, we learnt about castles and designed, created and evaluated castles. We learnt different joining techniques 
and thought carefully about how we could add different features to the castles. In PE, we have enjoyed learning 
about Traditional African dancing and have learnt many different dance moves. 

What We Have Been Doing This Half Term?



Welcome To Year Four

What We Have Been Doing This Half Term?
It has been delightful having all of the children back this Autumn half term, and the children have worked so hard and we 
are so proud of all you have achieved in these times. 

This half term Oak and Beech have been particularly exploring a range of texts in Literacy, such as instruction writing, short 
narratives, explanation texts and even some poems! We have used a range of new skills like determiners, superlatives, 
causal conjunctions and present tense. 

In Maths, we have focused on length and perimeter and also Multiplication and Division facts about our times tables to 12. 
We can’t wait to use this skill to multiply and divide greater numbers next term. We have studied a great range of broader 
curriculum topics and have thoroughly enjoyed designing, making and evaluating a book sleeve in DT, practised a range of 
printing and artistic skills in Art such as flower of life, charcoal sketching and printing.

In Science we studied electrical circuits, made our own switches and identified all of the components, learnt to introduce 
ourselves and greet each other in French, journeyed through both the America’s and their states and cities in Geography 
and explored the symbolism used in Christianity at Christmas in RE.







Welcome To Year Five

This term in Literacy, Ash, Birch and Lime Class have been studying ‘The Spiderwick Chronicles’ by Holly Black and Tony 

DiTerlizzi. We have explored lots of new vocabulary and produced some really fantastic writing. This term, we have 

written and illustrated list poems about the tree elves, a non-chronological report about a magical creature and we 

have written a diary entry from the perspective of Mallory Grace. 

In Maths, we have been focussing on Multiplication and Division, and Area and Perimeter. The children have learnt 

lots of new mathematical vocabulary, such as multiples, factors, square numbers and prime numbers. In the last 

couple of weeks, we have been exploring how to find the area and perimeter of rectilinear and compound shapes. 

We have also done lots of exciting work in the afternoons. In D.T, Lime Class sewed gingerbread men, while Ash and 

Birch Class were designing and manufacturing electronic Christmas Cards. Next term, we will be swapping projects! 

In History, we have learnt all about the Anglo-Saxons. We studied the Sutton Hoo Ship Burial and examined how 

different types of evidence inform us in different ways. The children wrote letters in the character of Basil Brown, the 

archeologist who discovered the Sutton Hoo Ship Burial, as well as examining different historical manuscripts. The 

children then had to decide whether they thought the Anglo-Saxon Period deserves the title “the Dark Ages” or not! 

In Art, we have been looking at architecture. The children have sketched houses, created abstract art prints and 

recreated the work of Friedensreich Hundertwasser! 

What We Have Been Doing This Half Term?



Welcome To Year Six

In Literacy, we have been 
writing non-chronological 
reports about a mythical 

creature we have 
designed. 

We have been writing to 
inform and have been 
working on including a 

variety of punctuation to 
add extra information. 

Here are a few examples 
of our writing.

In Maths, we have been learning 
everything about fractions: adding, 

subtracting, multiplying, dividing 
and finding fractions of amounts! 

In our Broader Curriculum, we have 
successfully designed and made 
tote bags to carry school books - 

some of us are using them in 
school! We really enjoyed making 

them even though sewing is 
challenging! Most of us had time to 
complete an applique to the front 
of our bags, which made our bags 

unique to us.

In Science, we have been learning 
about the circulatory system: 

identifying and learning about the 
different parts of the heart; what’s 
in blood (as part of this lesson, we 

made blood soup).

In Geography our topic has been 
‘The Amazon’. We have been 

developing our research skills to 
find facts about the Amazon: 
climate; human and physical 
features (rivers, terrain); and 

Manaus (the capital and largest city 
of the Brazilian state of Amazona) 

which we wrote a non-chronological 
report about using our skills learnt 

in Literacy.

SCIENCE

TOTE BAGS

TOTE BAGS

TOTE BAGS

TOTE BAGS



After School Clubs
KNOWLES PRIMARY SCHOOL

Spring Term 

Year 3 (3:15pm-4:15pm)
● Art and Mindfulness Club  with Miss Weight - 

Wednesday

Year 4 (3:25pm-4:25pm)
● Art with Mrs Mayfield - Tuesday
● Times Tables Rock Stars with Mrs Rima - Tuesday

Year 5 (3:30pm-4:30pm)
● Allotment Activities with Miss Sinclair - Tuesday
● Football with Mr Vincent - Wednesday
● Science Club with Miss Greene - Thursday

Year 6 (3:20pm-4:20pm)
● Ball skills with Mrs Doyle - Monday
● Football with Mr Crute - Tuesday

Sign up using the link sent via 
Schoolcomms or scan the QR code
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Always Here To Help

Family Support
It's fantastic to see all the children back in school.  

Well done to everyone for the fabulous attendance we 
have had through these hard times.  

It has been great seeing everyone in the mornings 
coming in and thank you for wearing your masks on the 

playground. MRS WEIGHT

Breakfast Club
Breakfast Club is available from 8:00am every morning in the main hall. We will offer a selection of bagels and cereal. 

Teachers will collect children at 8.25am. There is a cost of £1 per child session, unless you qualify for pupil premium, then it 
will be free. 

Please contact the office for a registration form.

Term Dates
MRS QUILTER



TOP TIPS FOR LOOKING AFTER YOUR 
MENTAL HEALTH THIS CHRISTMAS

Being active is great for 
physical health and 
fitness, and evidence 
shows that it can also 
improve your mental 

wellbeing. 

Having good 
friendships is 

important for your 
mental health. 

Connect or reconnect 
with friends and 

family this Christmas.

Nutrition can significantly 
impact mental health. A 
healthy balanced diet is 

good for you physically and 
mentally. A healthy body 
means a healthy mind. 

Allow time for yourself, even if it is just for 5 
minutes - stop and put your feet up or have a 
cup of tea. Make sure you get enough sleep. 

Keep bedtime routines the same for children so 
you can still get some downtime. Take to family or 

friends. 
Or contact:

Samaritans 116 123

Childline 0800 1111

DONE







part of

Knowles Primary School, Queensway, Bletchley, Milton Keynes, MK2 2HB 01908 373 588

www.knowlesprimaryschool.org.uk

Tove Learning Trust, c/o Sponne School, Brackley Road, Towcester NN12 6DJ 01327 350 284

www.tovelearning.org.uk


